[Fluid in the pleural space--from problem to therapy].
Fluid may appear into the pleural space as a consequence of many diseases or mechanisms. If the patient's clinical picture does not explain the cause of pleural fluid accumulation, it is worthwhile to examine the fluid collected by pleural aspiration. The first question is: is the fluid transsudate or exudate? Secondly, if the fluid is exudate, does it result from malignant or benign disease? Pleural fluid samples are of limited diagnostic value, but provide good indication of the patient's disease. In some cases, however, it is necessary to adopt more invasive diagnostic measures.